TIP #1 -- All gold pans, both steel and the new plastics, come coated with oils. Steel pans are coated to prevent rusting; plastic pans exude oils during the pressure-forming process. These oils can coat small grains and flakes of gold, and actually allow your gold to float out of the gold pan. Hence, all pans need to be "cured" before using: cleaning by scouring the pan with several runs of river gravel works well. Even better is a thorough scouring with a brillo pad. This will scratch a plastic pan, but the scratches only provide a greater multitude of tiny gold traps. For steel pans, allow them to sit with water in them for several days or more until a light coating of rust develops. The rust -- as with the brillo pad on plastic -- creates tiny gold traps.

TIP #2 CONVERSION FACTORS FOR TROY WEIGHTS.

3.086 grains = 1 carat = 200 milligrams;

5 carats = 1000 milligrams = 1 gram;

31.1 grams = 1 ounce troy;

12 oz troy = 373.2 grams = 1 pound troy.

TIP #3 ASSAY FOR GOLD & SILVER RIGHT IN THE FIELD.

GOLD FIELD TEST -

SOLUTION: 12% NaOCl (Swimming Pool Chlorine) PROCEEDURE: With mortar and pestle, grind rock to -20 mesh(approx. 30 grams)and place in 150 ml beaker (or any 6-8 oz. glass jar). Add 90 ml (slightly less than 1/2 cup) NaOCl solution to beaker and mix. Heat for several hours in hot sun or in oven at 150 degrees F for 1/2 hour. Allow to stand for 24-48 hours. Then place on white card for true color test. RESULTS: Slight Pink Color = +0.25 oz/t Au Solid Pink Color = +1.50 oz/t Au Slight Purple Color = +2.00 oz/t Au Purple Color = +4.00 oz/t Au

