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Attorney James D. Smith Files Complaint in Sewage Leak Case

Tuscaloosa attorney James Smith, representing six families, has filed suit against the past and current owners of C & J Mobile Home Park.  The plaintiffs allege that the defendants failed to properly maintain the septic tank system beneath the trailer park.  As a result, raw sewage leaked to the surface, creating unsanitary living conditions that caused the plaintiffs sickness and financial hardship.  
“These families paid $500 a month to live at the C & J Mobile Home Park and only asked for a clean place to call home,” said Smith.  “Instead, they have to deal with sick kids and mounting medical bills.  They are living in third-world conditions right here in Tuscaloosa County,” Smith continued.
“This is no way to do business.  Keeping septic tanks properly maintained is a basic responsibility of all property owners,” stated Adam Bourne, an attorney assisting with the case.
The Tuscaloosa County Health Department has also taken notice of the defendants’ negligence and has issued an official violation against C & J Mobile Home Park’s current owner.  The Department accurately noted that “raw sewage was being discharged from the trailer onto the surface of the ground.”
The lawsuit alleges that several of the children and adults living at the mobile home park off Highway 11 in Coaling suffer from Staphylococcus infections, skin rashes, and allergy-like symptoms caused by exposure to the raw sewage.  Some of the plaintiffs have been evicted after complaining about the conditions to the landlord, the complaint alleges.  The families are seeking money damages, reimbursement of their medical costs, and the right to move out of these conditions without having to pay for violations of their leases.

The filing of today’s civil complaint marks the beginning of this litigation, though the plaintiffs have previously conducted an extensive investigation into the history and practices of C & J Mobile Home Park.   At this point, the plaintiffs will simply await a response from the defendants.

The plaintiffs hope for a fair and equitable resolution to this case.

