7th International Symposium on Water, Arsenic and Environmental Crisis in Bengal Basin
December 19-20, 2004, Dhaka, Bangladesh
The 7th International Symposium was organized by IIBB in collaboration with the Central Glass and Ceramic Research Institute (CGCRI), Government of India, the West Bengal Academy of Sciences and Technology and Bidhan Chandra Krishi Viswavidyalaya, West Bengal from December 19-20, 2004.  The symposium was held at the Center on Integrated Rural Development for Asia and the Pacific (CIRDAP) in Dhaka.  
The Chief Guest, the Honorable Abdur Razzak, M.P., Government of Bangladesh addressed the gathering of more than 100 scientists and workers both from the basin and the developing areas of the world.  In the inaugural session, Dr. Durgaprasad Paudyal, Director General, CIRDAP emphasized the need for water as a prime challenge of the civilization to which every one looked into. Prof. A. Zaman, Chief Scientist, Water Management, Bidhan Chandra Krishi Viswavidyalaya, West Bengal expressed the need for both Bengal to undertake a more united work to the problems. Dr. H. Maiti, Director, Centre Glass and Ceramic Research Institute, the Government of India, Kolkata spoke on technology available to supply arsenic free and safe drinking water. Prof. Kabir Choudhury, National Professor of Bangladesh expressed warm gratitude to the organizers for putting together so many experts from both Bengal to discuss the common issues confronting the region. Prof. Sisir Kumar Mukherjee, Former Vice Chancellor, Viswa Bharati thanked all the participants and expressed his best wishes for the success of the symposium. Dr. S. R. Bandyopadhyay, CGCRI, Kolkata also addressed the audience. Dr. Rash Bihari Ghosh, Founding Chairperson, IIBB conveyed the vote of thanks. 
The two-day symposium was organized to address environmental issues of Bengal Basin and suggest sustainable and cost-effective ways to resolve problems due to water scarcity and environmental impacts. Eminent scientists of international reputes and researchers from premier institutes of both Bengal took part in the discussion. The symposium solicited the support and commitment of leaders and functionaries to work towards achieving safe drinking water supply and quality irrigation water for higher productivity in the agricultural sector. Participants from many agricultural universities, agricultural research institutes and non-government organizations encouraged the scholars of Bengal basin to understand the severity of the problems, the precarious public and environmental health situations of people.

The symposium was divided into five technical sessions and poster exhibit. 
The first technical session, on ‘Arsenic Contamination and Environmental Hazards’ was chaired by Prof. Sisir Kumar Mukherjee of Viswa Bharati. Prof. A. Zaman, Ms Renu Dhar, Prof. D. K. Das, Prof. B. K. Mandal, all from BCKV, West Bengal, Dr. Raktim Pal (Calcutta University), Dr. B.K. Bandyopadyay (CGCRI, Kolkata), Dr. Pradip Bhattacharyya, IIT, Karagpur made their presentation of research papers. 

Prof. R. C. Samui of BCKV, West Bengal chaired the second technical session on ‘Agro-Ecological Study Model’. Dr. Daon Banerjee, Prof. A. L. Kundu, Prof. S. Maiti and Dr. G. C. Hazra of BCKV, West Bengal, and Dr. Omar Ali, Scientific Officer, PRC, Bangladesh presented their papers.

On the second day of the symposium, Prof. A. Zaman of BCKV, West Bengal chaired the third technical session on ‘Water Resource Management’. Prof. K. Sengupta, Prof. S. Sarkar, Prof. R. C. Samui, Dr. S. B. Goswami, Dr. Romen Koley, Prof. S. S. Mandal of BCKV, West Bengal, Dr. M. A. Rashid and Er. Abdullah of Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute, Bangladesh made their presentation.

The fourth technical session on ‘Solving the Crisis – a Way Out was chaired by Dr. Sudhakar Roy, Head, Trg & IC Division, CIRDAP. Prof. R. K. Ghosh of BCKV, West Bengal, Dr. S. R. Bandopadhyay (CGCRI, Kolkata), Dr. S. R. Akhtar of Bangladesh Public Heath and Dr. R. B. Ghosh, Chairperson, IIBB presented their papers.

The fifth technical session was on ‘Socio-Economic Sustainability’. Prof. D. K. Das, BCKV, West Bengal chaired the session. Prof. A. K. Nandi of BCKV, West Bengal, Prof. Ranjit Chaklraborty of Calcutta University, Ms. Ruby Sain of Jadavpur University and Prof. Firoze Ahmed of Bangladesh University of Engineering Technology, Bangladesh presented their research papers.

Ms. Rupsa Roy, Ms. Sampa Chaterjee, Ms. Gargi Das and Ms. Sukla Das made poster presentation on the occasion. The plenary session was completed under the chairmanship of   Dr. Rash Bihari Ghosh with Prof. Firoze Ahmed as chief guest. Ms. Madhuchanda Tarfdar acted as programme announcer. Prof. A. Zaman conveyed the votes of thanks on behalf of the IIBB. 

