5th International Symposia (2003) 
The 5th Symposia were held March 5-6 at the Centre on Integrated Rural Development for Asia and the Pacific (CIRDAP), Dhaka, Bangladesh and on March 16 at the Indian Institute of Chemical Engineering, Jadavpur University, Calcutta, West Bengal, India and on .  The symposia deliberated on the continuing toxic contamination problems in Bengal Basin, the various projects, activities and research work being implemented to address the problems.  

In India, Mr. Manabendra Mukherjee, Minister of Environment and IT, Government of West Bengal graced the ocassion as the chief guest, Prof. Dilip Sinha, former VC of Visva Bharati University and Dr. Sudhakar Rao, CIRDAP as special guests.  Dr. Rash Ghosh delivered the keynote speech. Prof. S.R. Basu, Executive Chairman of IIBB -West Bengal welcomed the guests, speakers and participant of the symposium. In Dhaka, the symposium was inaugurated by Mr. Abdul Muyeed Chowdhury, BRAC Executive Director as chief guest and Mr. Hedayetul Islam Chowdhury, Secretary of Rural Development and Cooperatives Division of the Ministry of Local Government, Rural Development and Cooperatives, Government of Bangladesh as special guest.  The speakers and participants were welcomed by Dr. Mya Maung, Director General of CIRDAP and Dr. Rash Ghosh, IIBB Chairperson.  
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