India slams European Parliament resolution on Dalits 
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	Brussels, Feb 3 A resolution adopted by the European Parliament (EP) on the human rights situation of the Dalits in India has come under strong fire from several sides. 
 
'It is unfortunate that the EP could come out with such a resolution which lacks balance and perspective,' Amar Sinha, an Indian embassy spokesman in Brussels, told INEP news agency. 
 
'It indicates a highly negative mindset on the past of the people who have drafted it,' he said, adding that the are port focuses only the negative aspects and has selectively used statistics to prove its hypothesis.' 
In a strong-worded resolution put forward by the Development Committee, the EP resolution said that implementation of laws protecting the rights of Dalits remains 'grossly inadequate, and that atrocities, untouchability, illiteracy, inequality of opportunity, continue to blight the lives of India's Dalits.' 
 
The EP resolution noted with concern 'the lack of substantive European Union (EU) engagement with the Indian government, notably within the EU-India summits, on the vast problem of caste-based discrimination.' 
 
The EP resolution urged the EU Council and the European Commission to raise the issue of 'caste-based discrimination during EU-India summits and other meetings as part of all political, human rights, civil society, development and trade dialogues and to inform the committees concerned of the progress and outcome of such dialogues.' 
 
The House nevertheless welcomed the various provisions in the Constitution of India for the protection and promotion of the rights of Dalits. 


